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TAGS : PFOR, BA 

SUBJECT : LOS ANGELES TIMES STORY ON MIDEASTFOR 

1 . ATHENS-BASED L.A. TIMES CORRESPONDENT, JOE ALEX MORRIS, 

VISITING BAHRAIN FEB. 21 - 24 ON STORY ABOUT MIDEASTFOR. 

MORRIS SAID STORY TO APPEAR L.A. TIMES SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 

2. AMBASSADOR BRIEFED MORRIS ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: HISTORY OF 
MIDEASTFOR; TERMS OF AGREEMENT IN GENERAL; APPROXIMATE DATE 
OF GOB REQUEST FOR WITHDRAWAL, AND OF WITHDRAWAL DATE; CON- 
FIRMATION THAT WITHDRAWAL PLANS AND ACTIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN; 

DESIRE OF USG RETAIN ACCESS TO FACILITIES HERE; AND FACT 

BUT NOT CONTENTS OF ON-GOING TALKS WITH GOB. IN SHORT, WHAT HAS 
ALREADY APPEARED IN VARIOUS MEDIA REPORTS AND ON RECORD. MORRIS 
SEEMED ALREADY WELL INFORMED OF FOREGOING AND PLANNED SEE COMIDEASTFOR 

TO SEEK MORE DETAIL. LATTER AWARE OF LINE AMB. TOOK. 

3. SINCE IT UNLIKEY THAT CORRESPONDENT OF MORRIS' EXPERIENCE 
UNAWARE OF STORIES THAT MIDEASTFOR PLAYED ACTIVE ROLE DURING 
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ENTEBBE RAID, AMBASSADOR RAISED ISSUE IN ORDER MAKE CLEAR THEIR 
FALSE AND TROUBLESOME NATURE. (FYI - OBERDORFER OF WASHINGTON 
POST TOLD AMBASSADOR IN RIYADH THAT HE HAD KILLED SUCH A 
STORY IN POST WEEK BEFORE SECRETARY'S TRIP. END FYI.) 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE FULL TEXT OF MORRIS' ARTICLE WHEN IT 
APPEARS. 
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